
Managing and Programming 
Structural Funds

A Sub-Regional Perspective
(<NUTS 2)



SRN network

… to contribute to more effective use and 
delivery of Structural Funds and other 

regeneration programmes in sub-regional 
areas.

Established 2004



Cohesion Policy 2007 -2013

“more decentralised with a 
simpler, more transparent and 

more efficient implementation”

European Commission



Draft Structural Funds 
Regulations 2007-2013

Member State shall ensure broad and effective involvement of all the 
appropriate bodies (partners), including the competent regional, local, 
urban and other public authorities in the various programming stages.

The partnership shall cover preparation and monitoring of the national 
strategic reference framework as well as the preparation, 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the operational 
programmes. 

Regional programmes will need to indicate how urban actions are dealt 
with and how the subdelegation of responsibilities to city authorities 
for these actions is organised.



SRN network – early findings



SRN network – interim conclusion:

Structural Funds can be beneficially 
delivered at sub-regional level, 

providing additional value, where 
appropriate capacity exists



Geographic Location
Structural Funds 
Management in Bristol





Bristol City Council, in conjunction with local 
communities, stakeholders, and partners:

•Managed a devolved ESF & ERDF ‘URBAN Community 
Initiative Programme’ (URBAN 1) to 1999 through a local 
Action Plan

Following positive evaluation of processes and results now:

• Currently manages a devolved ERDF ‘URBAN 2 
Community Initiative Programme through a local Action 
Plan

•Currently manages a devolved ERDF & ESF ‘Objective 2 
Programme’ through a local Action Plan, as an 
‘Intermediate Body’ 



Benefits of sub-regional Action Plan 
delivery – Bristol experience

• Addresses local as well as regional / national / 
European priorities

• Synergy with domestic regeneration 
programmes - Strategic integrated and coherent 
framework for joined up delivery

• Increased programme accessibility – simple, 
effective, and innovative



Benefits of sub-regional Action Plan 
delivery – Bristol experience

• Community engagement
• Local decision making– well informed and 

better decisions / investments
• Local ownership and control



Bristol - Introduction

• Population 382,000       110 km2

• 2nd strongest economy in England outside of 
London (GDP per head)

• Shortlisted for the 2008 European Capital of 
Culture

• 36,000 students at two universities
• 82.4% of persons of working age 

economically active



Bristol – Key Sectors

• Aerospace (Airbus, Rolls Royce, etc.)

• Environmental Technologies (wind power to 
waste disposal)

• Media
• Financial Services
• ICT

• Printing & Packaging
• Tourism



Delivery of European Structural 
Funds in England - ERDF

• Mainly Managed by Government Offices in 
the regions (NUTS 1), in partnership with 
others (Programme Monitoring 
Committees).

• Match funding for ERDF needs to be found 
on a project by project basis



• Some used by Central Government to part-fund national 
vocational training initiatives, match-funded by 
Government Departments

• Some ‘co-financing’ (Obj 3) allocated to Job Centre Plus 
and Learning & Skills Councils in the regions (NUTS 2) to 
part-fund vocational training and education, match-funded 
by these two Government funded bodies

• The rest administered by Government Offices in the 
regions in conjunction with regional 
partnerships/Programme Monitoring Committees, match-
funding being found on a project by project basis.

Delivery of European Structural 
Funds in England - ESF
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